ARTIST STATEMENT – ROBERTA BOFFO
My works showcase a unique use of ink with calligraphy brushes of different sizes and fine
liners. I combine my use of line, shapes and forms with dot work to create or deprive of
contrast, achieving highly detailed and intricate compositions that are monochromatic; the
result of a radical technique with black and white as the main driving colours and the illusion
of all the greyscale in between.
I want people to be stunned when they look at my work. I want them to walk towards the
pieces and look for details, look for things they have never seen before and discover those
that they may have. I wish for my art to mostly confuse the viewer, to disrupt and push them
outside of their comfort zone, push them away from what is relatable and understandable. I
want the viewer to question my sanity and question theirs.
I believe that my purpose as an artist was to make art that does not follow the rules, that is
radical, that calls the viewer to literally walk into it and look for more. It is a dialogue in a
language you’ve never spoken before. It is my way to call you to embrace that dialogue and
connect with me. I believe art is connectivity, not only between you and I, but also within
yourself. In my ways I am trying to call you and challenge you to be open to listen to what I
am saying. At the same time, I want to know how my art is making you feel. Overwhelmed?
Maybe intimidated? Fascinated? Scared? Confused? You hate it? Or do you love it?
Tell me, tell me why.

BIOGRAPHY
Roberta Boffo (b. 1986) is an Italian artist, based in Sai Kung, Hong Kong. She has been an art
lover and a passionate creator from an early age when designing for her mom’s knitting
business, in Oderzo, a small town in the province of Treviso, Italy. Later on she moved to
undertake studies in Chinese and Asian languages and cultures at Ca’ Foscari University of
Venice, which brought her to Beijing, China. Here, she studied business and marketing at
Capital Normal University of Beijing and started her career in the education field as a language
and art educator and later as education director at an international school.
Working with enthusiastic peers and children Roberta was able to further discover her
talents and apply her skills to design highly artistic and creative learning environments for
children, whilst exploring and developing her techniques and style.
With an extensive experience in early childhood education and a strong art background,
Roberta now resides in Hong Kong, where she continues to produce her works, whilst
collaborating with art institutions and various organizations and the local community to
spread the joy of art.
As an artist, Roberta takes you into the journey of abstracts and intuitive art.
Strongly driven by emotions, Roberta’s art comes alive in monochromatic, lengthy and
detailed works that develop from her love for Kandinsky and her passion for Chinese ink and
calligraphy.
Roberta explains her monochromatic ink work reflects her peaceful, calm and content state
of being, highlighting its therapeutic and meditative power. In her process of creation,
Roberta feels as if she becomes a vessel bringing a projection of her mind and all its secrets
to life. Since an early age, Roberta was drawn to the colour black and now after many years,
she realizes that her crave for a balance between black and white is the driving force in her
desire to instil balance in her life.
Roberta says: “I am at the mercy of my emotions and moods most of the time, it can be so
frustrating, but when I make art, I cease to exist, my emotions become quiet and in that
process I become numb, I succumb to a quiet, sunken place, where all my stresses,
frustrations, sadness cease to exist, and all that is in my head and my heart, in my
subconscious just flows onto the paper, or a canvas. I love this feeling, because in my art I
stop being who I am and I become all sorts of things, I become a language that only I can
speak, I become symbols that only I can understand. I become simplicity, the ultimate
simplicity. I reside in one emotion only, I am content, happy, calm and quiet. The colours I use
– black and white – are a reflection of all the emotional contrasts within me and with so much
details and intricacy in my work, I feel like any other colour would be an absolute disruption
to the creative process and the works of my mind. It doesn’t feel good. It just doesn’t work
for me. Black and white and the degree of greys that I achieve in my works with just a pen or
a brush are all I need to feel at peace. I am drawn to my art, it is my main source of inspiration
and I just cannot live without it. It’s like decluttering my mind and my heart.”

“In motion” by Roberta Boffo, 2019
In the work above, Roberta takes on yet another journey full of contrasts, between bold
strokes that are liberating and free, balanced out by a fulfilling performance commanded by
a myriad of symbols, dots and lines painted with a calligraphy brush and ink, which cover the
entire paper, only surpassed in complexity by the symbols that the artist overlapped on a few
of the bolder strokes. In her search for the next challenge and her need to fill each and every
space – as if she’s feeding her artistic soul with positivity and contentment, Roberta keeps
pushing her boundaries, discovering new ways she and her artistry can evolve. In her desire
for balance she added dot work to some of the strokes all in an attempt to create grey scales
and minimize the colour contrast, in a way, restoring the work’s equilibrium.
Roberta also adds that there are very addictive elements in the creation of her works, such as
physical pain and distress. “Art for me is a personal challenge, it’s like a game where I am
competing against myself and because of the tools I use and my technique, often I have to
deal with excruciating pain that moves up from my hand to my arm, to my neck and shoulder.
And because of the way I was raised – I am huge fan of discipline and commitment – I am not
afraid of the pain or the physical distress that my art requires; so I push through and just keep
going until I can’t anymore (to the point that I can barely move my fingers). I think I see pain
as that necessary criteria to evaluate growth and evolution. I need it in the process, I need to
feel it, live it, embrace it and overcome it. It is a part of and at times it drives the process of
creation: I might actively look for an artistic challenge that will cause me pain. It is highly
addictive and in a perfect balance with the joy that I feel once my work is complete.”

“Clarity” by Roberta Boffo, 2018
This piece is the climax of Roberta’s artistic evolution. It marks her path as one of the most
significant works reflecting her current artistic direction and unique style. In this work the
artist clearly speaks of her love for simplicity in its utmost complexity, celebrating the simplest
elements of art, dots, lines, shapes, forms. A visual story-telling of ‘a mind with a mind of its
own’. Started out as a challenge to fill in and cover the entire paper with a background of
symbols, the artist felt such excitement in her new discovery of this particular technique, but
felt like it all ended too quickly. It was simple. So in an attempt to add an extra challenge,
Roberta decided that she would add a big hand-dotted circle right in the centre of the paper.
It would be the start of a long journey, 100 hours of work and possibly millions of dots. This
work will always be the pioneer of her most painful, and yet most satisfying artistic style and
process. Earlier in July Roberta finished a commission work that took about 160 hours of work,
titled “Torn”. It is an advancement and a slightly more complicated version of the piece above.
See photo below.

“Torn” by Roberta Boffo, 2019
There are two quotes that Roberta loves and views as her art commandments; firstly,
“Everything starts from a dot” by W. Kandinsky and “Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication”
by L. Da Vinci. These words are huge inspiration in her career as an artist; they are embedded
in her art teachings and a daily reminder that, in the end, everything is just a dot, the ultimate
simplicity that drives us to the most complicated and sophisticated corners of our minds and
soul.
Besides serving as an art adjudicator with the International Youth Arts & Cultural Centre
(IYACC), Roberta is the founder of Roberta’s Art House (RAH), in Hong Kong. Award-winning
RAH Studio Gallery, in the heart of Sai Kung town, provides process-driven and interactive art
workshops and programs for both adults and children. A platform for artists, young and old,
to find their own voice and experience the freedom in art.
With her first solo show in June, 2018 in Hong Kong being a great success, Roberta is a
published artist and keeps producing art from her studio, whilst sharing her passion for art
and education through institutions and organizations around Hong Kong.
LET’S CONNECT!
View Roberta’s works and collections on her website, www.robertaboffo.com
Follow her work on social media:
-

facebook.com/robertaboffoart

-

instagram.com/robertaboffoart

GROUP SHOWS
Heart Walk Sai Kung, April 2018 – Hong Kong
Abstraction Distraction, August 2018 – Hong Kong
SOLO SHOWS
Transformation, June 2018 – Hong Kong
A Projection of My Brain, March 2019 – Hong Kong
AWARDS & RECOGNITION
Sai Kung Magazine Readers’ Choice Awards 2019: Roberta’s Art House – Winner – Best Art
Gallery
PUBLICATIONS
Sai Kung Magazine February 2019 Cover Artwork and Interview
MEDIA
RTHK RADIO 3 - Morning Brew with Phil Whelan, Interview, June 2018
RTHK RADIO 3 - Morning Brew with Phil Whelan, Interview, March 2019

