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Renoir

(18411919)

was

born

on

February 25, 1841, in Limoges, France. He started out as
an apprentice to a porcelain painter and studied drawing in
his free time. After years as a struggling painter, Renoir
helped launch an artistic movement called Impressionism
in 1870s. He eventually became one of the most highly
regarded artists of his time. He died in CagnessurMer,
France, in 1919.

Funded with the money from his commissions, Renoir made several inspirational journeys in the
early 1880s. He visited Algeria and Italy and spent time in the south of France. While in Naples,
Italy, Renoir worked on a portrait of famed composer Richard Wagner. He also painted three of his
masterworks, "Dance in the Country," "Dance in the City" and "Dance at Bougival" around this time.

As his fame grew, Renoir began to settle down. He finally married his longtime girlfriend Aline
Charigot in 1890. The couple already had a son, Pierre, who was born in 1885. Aline served as a
model for many of his works, including "Mother Nursing Her Child" (1886). His growing family, with
the additions of sons Jean in 1894 and Claude in 1901, also provided inspiration for a number of
paintings.

As he aged, Renoir continued to use his trademark feathery brushstrokes to depict primarily rural
and domestic scenes. His work, however, proved to be more and more physically challenging for
the artist. Renoir first battled with rheumatism in the mid1890s and the disease plagued him for the
rest of his life. The worldrenowned Renoir continued to paint until his death. He lived long enough
to see one of his works bought by the Louvre in 1919, a tremendous honor for any artist.

Renoir died that December at his home in CagnessurMer, France. He was buried next to his wife,
Aline (who died in 1915), in her hometown of Essoyes, France.Besides leaving behind over two
hundred works of art, Renoir served as an inspiration to so many other artists—Pierre Bonnard,
Henri Matisse and Pablo Picasso are just a few who benefitted from Renoir's artistic style and
methods.

Widely recognized as one of the greatest artists of the 20th century, Renoir's works can be found in
the permanent collections of the most established and important museums worldwide including the
Louvre in Paris, the Musée d'Orsay in Paris, France, the National Gallery in London, UK, the
Nationalgalerie in Berlin, Germany, the National Museum in Stockholm, Sweden, the Museu de
Arte de São Paulo in São Paulo, Brazil, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City, NY, the
National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC, the Barnes Foundation in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
and the Getty Museum in Los Angeles, CA, to name just a few.

